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Moraga plans for the future with NComputing 
and Microsoft Windows MultiPoint Server  

Moraga School District is a public school district of four schools located in Contra 
Costa County beyond the Oakland Hills, east of San Francisco. Its teachers, 
staff, and administrators are committed to delivering a first-class education 
addressing the academic, social, and emotional needs of their students so they 
can succeed in a diverse, global world where information technology is becoming 
a core component in education.  

 

The U-series delivers top-notch multimedia at very low prices and 
connects to standard USB ports.  

Simplicity with Microsoft MultiPoint Server 
Moraga needed to update its aging computer labs and find a computing solution 
that was cost effective and low maintenance. Like most institutions, IT budgets 
and support resources were limited. In February 2010, Moraga chose 
NComputing’s U170 (USB-connected) virtual desktops with Microsoft Windows 
Multipoint Server (WMS). The host PCs were installed with WMS 2010 Academic 
Volume Licenses and the district purchased 30 WMS Client Access Servers(??). 
"We researched many virtual desktops over the past year," said Courtney Guinn, 
Director of Instructional Technology at Moraga. "We were impressed by the 
simplicity of the NComputing and Windows MultiPoint Server solution and the 
fact that it required no new infrastructure." 

Once the team chose the NComputing solution they purchased 5 Dell Optiplex 
360 Core2Duo PCs configured with 4GB of RAM and 160GB hard drives. Each 
PC connects to 5 NComputing U170s with 19’’ LCD displays, allowing each PC 
to support 6 desktops. The U-series delivers top-notch multimedia at very low 
prices and connects to standard USB ports. Each PC is simply connected to a 
network switch with Ethernet connections in each room.  

Challenge 
 
Upgrade aging computer labs on a 

tight budget and with limited IT 

resources 

Solution 
Deploy NComputing U-series 

virtual desktops, vSpace 

virtualization software and 

Microsoft Windows MultiPoint 

Server. 

Impact 
State-of-the-art computer lab at a 

fraction of the cost is easy to 

manage for the long term  
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Impressive results  
Moraga set up the first NComputing/Microsoft WMS lab at Rheem Elementary 
School, and the results were both immediate and impressive.  

• The new computing stations ran considerably faster and more reliably 
than the four-year old PCs they replaced. 

• The 30-seat lab was set up in a matter of hours, since only 5 shared 
PCs and 25 NComputing USB plug-and-play clients were needed. The 
WMS operating system was also easy to install on the shared PCs.  

• WMS and NComputing’s virtual desktop solution provided Rheem’s 
students with a rich Windows 7 user experience. 

A lesson in savings  
NComputing’s award-winning vSpace™ desktop virtualization software provides 
each user with a rich multimedia computing experience and their own computing 
session. Each server host is scheduled to power on in the morning and power 
down in the afternoon to save energy and eliminate any wait times when 
students come in to the lab.  

Since the deployment of NComputing virtual desktops Rheem School has saved 
over 57% on hardware and support costs, and 90% on electricity costs. 
Furthermore the school quickly realized that they would not need budget to 
replace computers every four years in order to meet the future computing needs 
of the students. NComputing’s solution eliminated this challenge because virtual 
desktops are stateless devices with no moving parts, making their life expectancy 
more than double that of a traditional PC. Guy Seltzer, District Network 
Administrator explains, “The thing that kills us over time is that PCs have to be 
replaced every four years or so. So even if we get a good budget one year in ten, 
it creates an obligation that we can’t afford to keep up with. By sharing PCs with 
Windows MultiPoint Server and NComputing, we have drastically reduced the 
amount of money we need to keep up”.  

Setting a path to a better tomorrow  
The new Microsoft and NComputing partnership is instrumental in delivering 
more choices to customers and helping expand the market even faster than it 
has been growing. Ira Snyder, General Manager at Microsoft explains, “The 
strong support we’ve already seen from NComputing will be instrumental to the 
development of valuable, innovative solutions for the Windows MultiPoint Server 
2010 platform. The creation of shared resource computing solutions like 
NComputing’s using Windows MultiPoint server will provide even more 
policymakers, teachers, and students with access to affordable, security-
enhanced, and easy to use technology.”  
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“PCs have to be 
replaced every four years or 

so. By sharing PCs with 

Windows MultiPoint Server 

and NComputing, we have 

drastically reduced the 

amount of money we need to 

keep up.” 

GUY SELTZER 
NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR 
MORAGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 


